
 

 
Appendix 1 

 
Six Safety Hazards Commonly Found in Ageing Buildings  

1. Building 
Structures 

• Unauthorised additions of fixtures (air-conditioners, signs 
and racks) on balconies, rooks and exterior walls 

• Dilapidated structures: 
－ spalling concrete at external walls and canopies  
－ defective concrete/concrete spalling 
－ rusty / exposed steel enforcements 
－ cracks in structural features 
－ substandard or incorrect usage of windows 
 

2. Electrical 
Systems 

• Overloaded installation due to addition of equipment and 
appliances 

• Concentrated usage on single socket point 
• Usage of unsafe equipment  
• Obsolete equipment: 

－ old wiring installations 
－ overcrowding of wires in the cable trunking 
－ dust on the switchgear board 
－ electrical short circuits 
 

3. Fire Service 
Installations 

• Substandard fire doors 
• Fire doors damage or inability to close/latch   
• Lack of fire service installations 
• Damaged or not yet replaced fire service installations  
• Blocked fire exits 
 

4. Water Supply  
and Drainage 
Systems 

• Poor installation of water pipes and/or drainage pipes 
• Rusty potable water pipes 
• Water seepage from damaged water pipes and/or drainage 

pipes 
• Blocked drains or manholes 
 

5. Ventilation 
Systems 

• Lack of periodic cleaning and repair 
• Damaged blowers or propellers 
• Fire caused by defective air-conditioners 
• Dripping air-conditioners 
 

6. Other Safety 
Hazards 

• Poorly installed / Falling signboards 
• Overload and misuse of lift 
• Gas leakage due to obsolete piping  
 

 


