
 

 

The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers supports the Implementation of the 

Registered Fire Engineer Scheme 

 

Further to our letter dated 30 June 2025, the HKIE would like to reaffirm our 

unequivocal support for the Registered Fire Engineer (“RFE”) Scheme, as outlined in 

the legislative proposal currently under consideration by the Legislative Council.  

We appreciate the Government's diligent efforts in developing this innovative 

approach to fire safety certification, which represents a significant advancement in 

both regulatory efficiency and professional development for Hong Kong's engineering 

community. 

 

Currently, individuals who intend to operate certain types of licensed premise can 

solely rely on Fire Services Department (“FSD”) to conduct fire safety risk 

assessment and certifying compliance with relevant fire safety requirements.  While 

this system has undoubtedly contributed to Hong Kong's exemplary fire safety record, 

it has also imposed substantial operational burdens on the FSD.  By introducing a 

third-party certification system that harnesses the expertise of professional engineers, 

the RFE Scheme will alleviate the workload on the FSD while ensuring rigorous fire 

safety standards are maintained. 

 

We note that the Government has conducted extensive consultations with industry 

stakeholders since as early as 2007, including four rounds of trade consultations and a 

Business Impact Assessment detailing the initiative.  This meticulous approach to 

policy development has resulted in a well-considered framework that effectively 

addresses both public safety concerns and industry needs. In particular, we are pleased 

to note that our previous comments offered in the four rounds of consultation on, 

among others, the registration criteria concerning the inclusion of various disciplines 

of R.P.E. including Building Services and Mechanical as one of the eligible 

qualifications as RFE; demarcation of duties of RFEs; and the mode of operation of 

the RFE Scheme, were duly addressed by the Government and reflected in regime. 

 

The implementation of the RFE Scheme will bring significant advantages to Hong 

Kong's business environment and economic development.  By authorising RFEs to 

conduct fire safety risk assessments and certify compliances, the Scheme will notably 

reduce the processing time for fire safety certification.  This will enable businesses, 



 

 

particularly food and beverage establishments, which will be the first category 

included in the initial phase of the Scheme, to commence operations swiftly.  

Economically, the expedited certification process for various business premises will 

stimulate market activity, while the market-driven approach to fees ensures 

competitive pricing for certification services.  Furthermore, the Scheme optimises 

the use of professional resources by allowing the FSD to focus on complex fire safety 

issues, while routine certifications are efficiently managed by qualified private 

professionals, thereby enhancing overall resource allocation in the long run. 

 

The HKIE recognizes that the RFE Scheme is poised to significantly advance the fire 

engineering profession in Hong Kong through various mechanisms.  Firstly, it will 

create new career pathways for engineers specialising in fire safety, broadening their 

professional opportunities beyond traditional engineering roles and aligning with our 

mission to promote professional development across all engineering disciplines.  

Secondly, the Scheme will enhance standards within the profession through its 

stringent registration requirements, disciplinary mechanisms, and code of practice, 

ensuring that RFEs are qualified professional engineers with relevant experience to 

deliver high-quality certification services.  Lastly, the Scheme will foster knowledge 

transfer between the public and private sectors, thereby elevating overall industry 

standards and promoting engineering excellence. 

 

The Government has prioritised the safeguarding of Hong Kong's extraordinary fire 

safety standards in the development of the RFE Scheme, incorporating a robust 

regulatory framework to address this critical concern.  The Scheme ensures rigorous 

registration requirements, allowing only qualified professionals with necessary 

credentials and experience to provide certification services.  Moreover, a 

comprehensive disciplinary system, including mechanisms for appeals, is in place to 

uphold accountability and promptly address any underperformance or misconduct by 

RFEs.  The phased implementation, starting with food premises under the control of 

the Food Business Regulation, demonstrates a prudent approach, enabling evaluation 

and refinement before expanding to other types of premises.  This safety-first 

strategy is strongly supported, as it introduces private sector participation while 

preserving Hong Kong's exemplary fire safety standards. 

 

The HKIE is fully committed to supporting the successful implementation of the RFE 



 

 

Scheme through several key actions.  Firstly, the Fire Division of HKIE will provide 

continuing professional development opportunities to our members, equipping them 

with the specialised knowledge required for RFE registration.  Secondly, HKIE will 

offer expert advice to assist in refining the detailed technical standards and guidelines 

that will form the foundation of the Scheme's code of practice.  Lastly, the Fire 

Division of HKIE will collaborate closely with the FSD to facilitate knowledge 

exchange and address any challenges that may arise during the implementation 

process. 

 

We are pleased to note that the Government has set 1 November 2025 as the targeted 

commencement date for the Scheme.  This timeline is considered realistic and 

achievable, provided that the necessary subsidiary legislation is enacted without delay. 

 

The RFE Scheme marks a significant milestone in enhancing regulatory frameworks, 

achieving a balance between improved efficiency and an unwavering commitment to 

public safety.  This initiative aligns seamlessly with HKIE's strategic goals of 

advancing the engineering profession and contributing to Hong Kong's sustainable 

development.  We strongly urge the Legislative Council to promptly approve the 

necessary regulations to facilitate the implementation of this vital initiative.  The 

HKIE remains fully prepared to provide any technical assistance required during the 

implementation phase to ensure its success. 
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