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President’s Report 2009/2010

These and other events show our members’ concern for the

sustainable development of Hong Kong and also demonstrate our
ability to offer solutions that our city needs. To help us translate these
discussions into action, | initiated the establishment of the “Protocol
of Engineering a Sustainable Hong Kong” and am pleased to report
an enthusiastic response from the Divisions as well as the Associate
Members Committee (AMC), Safety Specialist Committee (SSC) and
Young Members Committee (YMC).

The activities organised by the Divisions, AMC, SSC and YMC are
wide-ranging, reflecting the many aspects of life in which the work
of our engineers can contribute towards a sustainable Hong Kong.
They included overseas visits to observe best practices in other
countries and local technical visits; seminars and workshops; design
competitions, and community service events.

We also provided the Government with professional inputs on a
range of issues that impact on the sustainable development of Hong
Kong. The Institution responded to the Council for Sustainable
Development’s invitation to offer views on building design as well as
the Environmental Protection Department’s public consultation on the
air quality objectives review. We also submitted views on a number of
environmental issues that were discussed in The Legislative Council,
on protection of the ozone layer, the air quality objectives review, green
In my Presidential Address | had talked about the need for Hong Kong building, building energy efficiency, measures to combat fly-tipping
to build resilience against climate change. | also talked about the need
to develop our profession further, to ensure our collective progress
and continued relevance in a fast-changing world. That is why | chose
sustainability as the theme of my Presidency and many of the activities
of the HKIE during my term reflect this focus.

and illegal land-filling activities and the introduction of a producer
responsibility scheme for waste electrical and electronic equipment.
We also interacted with the media to express our views on a range of
subjects such as the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail
Link, a critical infrastructure project and the state of our old building

Two key events related to this theme were organised during the report stock following the building collapse at Ma Tau Wai Road.

period. The first one was the COP15 debriefing in January 2010 to

provide members with a summary of the negotiations and conclusions Personally, | had the honour of being appointed the founding chair of
reached at the 15th United Nations Climate Change Conference the Hong Kong Green Building Council, which was set up to promote
(COP15) in Copenhagen last December, as well as our own views on green, sustainable buildings and standards in the city by engaging
carbon emission target relevant to Hong Kong. The forum attracted the community, industry and Government. | foresee much synergy
more than 100 attendees, demonstrating our common concern over between its work and that of the HKIE.

the issue of climate change.
As part of our continuing efforts to promote professional sustainability, |
The second important event was a luncheon talk in March by Chinese P 9 P P y
Academy of Engineering President Prof Xu Kuangdi, on the topic
“Changing the development model to build a low-carbon economy”.

introduced the President’s Apprentice Scheme to give young members
a taste of life as a senior professional engineer. Six young engineers

It was a great honour to have Prof Xu’s timely address at the special were selected on the basis of their views on sustainability and given the
invitation of the HKIE, and the perspective he offered, covering the opportunity to accompany me on official functions, to gain exposure to
whole country, provided an important context for us. a wider variety of issues and develop their leadership skills.

Many other events were organised, by our Divisions, on sustainability- The apprentices were involved in a number of activities that | hope
related topics ranging from low-carbon transport to sustainable will help their gradual transformation into mature and socially and

infrastructural development. | was particularly impressed by three
of them: the “Smart & Green Building — Design, Construction and
Management” seminar organised by the Building Division in March; the
“Engineering Challenges for Low Carbon Future” seminar organised by
the Environmental Division in April; and the “Infrastructure Solutions for
Tomorrow” conference organised by the Civil Division, also in April. All
of these were attended by hundreds of members as well as external global best-practice and policy on urban mobility, smart energy and
participants. sustainable buildings.

environmentally aware engineers. They were invited to attend Council
meetings as observers and came to my office to be briefed on our
work in the areas of climate change, low-carbon economy and city
sustainability initiatives such as the SlimCity initiative, which were
developed in collaboration with the World Economic Forum to capture
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A The distinguished guests joining the toast to the HKIE at the 35th Annual
Dinner

¥ The President’s Reception in the UK

Some of the apprentices subsequently attended the Environmental
Division’s annual seminar with me and also observed the recording of
a TV interview with me conducted by the Chinese University of Hong
Kong’s EMBA programme. | also took them with me to a meeting
with the Secretary for Development, Mrs Carrie Lam, for an hour-long
dialogue on a range of subjects. As one of their last assignments, they
have been working with me on an event in June targeted at young
members. The event aims to explore actions that can be taken to
develop a low-carbon Hong Kong. The six apprentices have done
an admirable job: my congratulations to them. On this evidence, |
am pleased to say that | have every confidence that the Post-80s
generation, which has been the subject of much discussion in Hong
Kong lately, will contribute much to the sustainable development of our
Institution and our society.

The importance of communication in promoting sustainability
cannot be overstated. For this reason, we have developed a simple
Members’ Guide to give members old and new a better idea of our
structure, functions and services. We also commissioned the Public
Opinion Programme at the University of Hong Kong to conduct an
online members’ survey, to gauge members’ views of HKIE’s service
provisions. The response was good and the 1,200 submissions
received will be invaluable in helping the Institution improve its service
delivery.
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A The President together with the six young Apprentices

¥ Signing Ceremony of the Reciprocal Recognition Agreement with Engineers
Australia

To raise the Institution’s profile and enhance new members’ sense of
belonging, we organised two New Members Receptions at the Hong
Kong Club as an opportunity for us to get to know each other and to
present the new members as well as Fellows with certificates to mark
their status. A newspaper supplement containing an interview with
me, a brief introduction to HKIE and the names of the new members,
was also published on 23 April 2010 to tie in with the second New
Members Reception.

Our overseas positioning is also an important aspect of the Institution’s
sustainable development. For this reason, my Presidency took in
several overseas trips: visits to our Overseas Chapters in Australia,
the UK and Canada, where | made presentations on Hong Kong’s
infrastructure. The UK visit included a reception and a public lecture by
me co-hosted by our sister institutions, The Institution of Civil Engineers
and The Institution of Structural Engineers. A Members Reception was
also held in Beijing.

| hope that, through all these efforts, the idea of sustainability has
been firmly etched in everybody’s mind and the HKIE is on course to
develop in a healthy, sustainable manner.

Ir Dr Andrew K C CHAN
President
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